7.20 GIFTED EDUCATION

The Board endorses the concept of providing alternative programs and services to meet the
unique educational needs of academically gifted students. Therefore, it is the policy of the Board
of Education that those students who are defined as gifted and who are enrolled in grades
kindergarten through twelve be identified and provided services in accordance with the School
District's plan developed pursuant to Ohio law.

For purposes of this policy, "gifted" means students who perform or show potential for
performing at remarkably high levels of accomplishment when compared to others of their age,

experience, or environment and who are identified under O.R.C. §3324.03.

Regulations and procedures shall meet the requirements of the State Department of Education
and shall be on file in the Superintendent's office and available to the public.

Screening and Identification

It is the policy of this Board of Education to screen and identify gifted students in accordance
with the following procedures:

A. Students shall be screened, selected for further assessment and identified using the
assessment instruments from the list approved by the State Department of
Education that are determined to be appropriate for the particular student by the
Superintendent or his/her designee.

B. Students shall be identified as gifted based upon the following criteria:

1. A student shall be identified as exhibiting "superior cognitive ability" if
he/she did either of the following within the preceding twenty-four
months:

a. Scored two standard deviations above the mean, minus the

standard error of measurement, on an approved individual
standardized intelligence test administered by a licensed school
psychologist or licensed psychologist;

b. Scored at least two standard deviations above the mean, minus the
standard error of measurement, on an approved standardized group
intelligence test;

C. Performed at or above the ninety-fifth percentile on an approved
individual or group standardized basic or composite battery of a
nationally normed achievement test;

d. Attained an approved score on one or more above-grade level
standardized nationally normed approved tests.



2. A student shall be identified as exhibiting "specific academic ability"
superior to children of similar age in a specific academic ability field if,
within the preceding twenty-four months, he/she performs at or above the
ninety-fifth percentile at the national level on an approved individual or
group standardized achievement test of specific academic ability in that
field. A student may be identified as gifted in more than one specific
academic ability field.

3. A student shall be identified as exhibiting "creative thinking ability"
superior to children of a similar age if, within the previous twenty-four
months, the student scored one standard deviation above the mean, minus
the standard error of measurement, on an approved individual or group
intelligence test and also did either of the following:

a. Attained a sufficient score, as established by the Department of
Education, on an approved individual or group test of creative
ability;

b. Exhibited sufficient performance, as established by the Department

of Education, on an approved checklist of creative behaviors.

4. A student shall be identified as exhibiting "visual or performing arts
ability" superior to that of children of similar age if the student has done
both of the following:

a. Demonstrated through a display of work, an audition, or other
performance or exhibition, superior ability in a visual or
performing arts area;

b. Exhibited sufficient performance, as established by the Department
of Education, on an approved checklist of behaviors related to a
specific arts area.

All District students, including minority or disadvantaged students, children with
disabilities, and students for whom English is a second language shall have equal
access to screening and further assessment.

All District students identified as gifted shall have an equal opportunity to receive
any services offered by the District.

The Superintendent or his/her designee shall develop procedures for students to
withdraw from gifted programs or services, for reassessment of students, and for
assessment of students transferring into the District.

Disagreements between parents and the District concerning the identification and
placement of gifted students shall be referred to the Superintendent or his/her



designee, who will meet with the interested parties and render a written
decision that shall be final.

Plan for Identification

The Superintendent or his/her designee shall develop a plan for identifying gifted students. The
plan shall be adopted by the Board of Education and, together with this policy, be submitted to
the Department of Education for approval. The plan shall contain all of the following:

A. A description of the assessment instruments from the list adopted by the
Department of Education that the District will use to screen and identify
gifted students;

B. Acceptable scheduling procedures for screening and for administering
assessment instruments for identifying gifted students which provide:

1. At least two opportunities a year for assessment in the case of
students requesting assessment or recommended for assessment by
teachers, parents, or other students;

2. At least one opportunity per “grade band” for assessment as required
by the Ohio Administrative Code;

3. Assurance of inclusion in screening and assessment procedures
for minority and disadvantaged students, children with
disabilities, and students for whom English is a second language;

4. Assurance that any student transferring into the District will be
assessed within ninety days of the transfer if requested by the parent.

C. Procedures for notification of parents within thirty days of the results of any
screening procedure or assessment instrument and the provision of an
opportunity for parents to appeal any decision about the results of any screening
procedure or assessment, the scheduling of children for assessment, or the
placement of a student in any program or for receipt of services;

D. A commitment that the District will accept scores on assessment
instruments provided by other School Districts or trained personnel outside
the School District, if the assessment instruments are on the list approved
by the State Department of Education.

E. The plan may provide for the District to contract with any qualified public
or private service provider to provide for screening or assessment services.

Plan for Service

The Superintendent or his/her designee shall develop, in accordance with Department of
Education guidelines, a plan for the service of identified gifted students enrolled in the
District. The plan shall be filed with the Department of Education. Below is a list of services
likely to be provided to a student based on the nature of the student’s identification, and of all



| gifted services that are currently available within the school district:
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Full-time self-contained classroom
Single subject self-contained course
Co-teaching in a cluster grouping
Resource room/pull out

Cluster grouping

Honors course

Advanced placement course

Services through a trained Arts instructor

Grade acceleration, early entrance to kindergarten or first grade, subject
acceleration, or early graduation

Dual enrollment opportunities, including but limited to College Credit Plus
Internships and mentorships

Options such as, credit flexibility, advanced online courses and programs defined
in 3301-35-01 and 3301-35-06 of the Ohio Administrative Code.

Annual Report

The Superintendent or his/her designee shall submit an annual report to the Department of
Education specifying the number of students in each of grades kindergarten through twelfth
screened, the number assessed, and the number identified as gifted in each category specified in
O.R.C. §3324.03. The Superintendent or designee shall also prepare and submit to the
Department of Education by July fifteenth of each year an annual written report on the
effectiveness of the identification of, and services to, children who are gifted.

Distribution of Policy

The Superintendent or his/her designee shall take steps to ensure that this policy is distributed to

parents.



